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The "Sussex Carol" is a Christmas carol popular in Britain, sometimes referred to by its first line "On Christmas night all Christians sing". Its words were first published by Luke Wadding, a 17th-century Irish bishop, in a work called Small Garland of Pious and Godly Songs (1684). It is unclear whether Wadding wrote the song or was recording an earlier composition.[1][2]
Both the text and the tune to which it is now sung were discovered and written down by Cecil Sharp in Buckland, Gloucestershire, and Ralph Vaughan Williams, who heard it being sung by a Harriet Verrall of Monk's Gate, near Horsham, Sussex (hence "Sussex Carol").[3] The tune to which it is generally sung today is the one Vaughan Williams took down from Mrs. Verrall and published in 1919.[2]
An earlier version using a different tune and a variation on the first line, "On Christmas night true Christians sing", was published as early as 1878 in Henry Ramsden Bramley and John Stainer's Christmas Carols New and Old.[4] The carol has been arranged by a number of composers. Vaughan Williams' setting is found in his Eight Traditional English Carols.[5]

[image: https://hymnary.org/page/fetch/WAR2003/243/thumbnail]
[image: https://i.pinimg.com/736x/47/87/6d/47876da99994953510adf989bdb939e6--sheet-music-for-piano-sussex.jpg]
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://michaelkravchuk.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Sussex-Carol-Duet.jpg]
image2.png
CHRISTMAS

222 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing

Unison
NC.

3 E
¥ B E &= E Bb6
fr e . Tt
KBS \ N i
On Christ-mas night all Chris - tians sing to hear the news the
Then why should we on carth be sad, since our Re - deem - er
All out of dark-ness we have lighi, which made the an - gels
. e o J. I —
i i i f i i
An B E <
c c F B O A 0w
P L T B
a— —F I e R S e e |

fez 5 i
- i B A £
an -Cgels bring. on Christ-mas ight all  Chrs - ians sig lo

made us glad? Then why should we  on carth sad, since
Toe e e el o g nems e have gk, whien
PR s B8 7 o)

1) R — =" e
: e ===
£ om Bk on Am - c. £ Bomay

e e e e e e e JE. =1
e ==

hear the news the an - gels bring: news of great joy, news of great
our Re-deem-er made us glad, when fom our sin he set us
made the an - gels sing this night: “Glo - ry to God and peace to

mirth, news  of our mer - ci - ful King's birth.
free, al  for o gain our lib - er - ty?
men, now and for - ev - er - more. A - men”
E} : 19
s ey B

A Ralph Vaughan SUSSEX CAROL
888888




image3.jpeg
Sussex Carol

z |
e s s e
Piano

Q_QJPﬁ;' - - e
B

; ,
e

b

e e - tisrs =
P

= A

13 :z :1 ﬁz-hz-
"

%' S S S
|| S R

Sheet music from Snotes.com © Copyright 2013 Red Balloon Technology Ltd.




image4.jpeg
Sussex Carol

brr—— ==

il
m,m
w
{ 1IN
|
L]
.
R

i)

"
T
"





image1.png
Sussex Carol
On Christmas Night, All Christians Sing
Trad

England, Sussex)

On Christmas night all Christians sing, To hear the news the angels bring

On Christmas night all Christians sing, To hear the news the angels bring

News of great joy news of great mirth, News of our Redeemer's birth
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